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the weight of his eloquence and his power to the
Tory attacks for no other reason, apparently, than
because Canning did not go so far in the liberalism of
domestic politics as Lord Grey would have wished him
to go. Canning, too, found a difficulty in answering Lord
Grey and other assailants among the Peers, because
Canning, of course, was in the House of Commons,
and it was not the usage, and is not the usage still,
'for a member of one House to reply directly to a
speech made in the other. Canning, as we have
said already, was, even at the opening of his career
when he was young and strong, too sensitive for his
own happiness ; and now, when he was sinking int.o
years, he felt hardly able to bear up against the
attacks to which he could scarcely even offer a reply.
In companionship with his friend Huskisson he set
to work to remodel the financial system of England.
The modes in which taxation was imposed, whether by
Customs Duties or Inland Duties, seemed to Canning
and Huskisson to be utterly antiquated and unsuitable
to modern days, cumbrous in their workings and miser-
ably barren in their results. Up to Canning's time there
was nothing that might be called a scientific principle
or even a scientific theory about the imposition of
Duties and the levying of taxation. There were
Financial Ministers, even in Canning's time, who if on
some sudden emergency a double amount of Revenue
was needed, had no other idea of how to get at it
than by simply doubling the amount of some particu-
lar tax. It did not seem to have occurred to them
that there are limits beyond which you cannot tax
any particular class of persons, and that it is always